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June 2016

Record Storms
Impacr River
Cities Dec-April

From December 26 to
April 1. MRCTI cities
felt the impacts of dev-
astating storm events
that raged across the
valley over a three-
month period shatter-
ing records and costing
more than S1 billion.

Mississippi River Mayvors
announced coordinated efforts among cities to address
historic storm impacts on the waterway. Mississippi and
Louisiana mayors gathered in Greenville, MS as part of
their joint response efforts for the Mississippi River Cities
& Towns Initiative (MRCTI).

“Just two months after historic flooding on the Mississip-
Pi. we are now faced with prolonged storm events creating
impacts greater than what we saw in 2008 during Hurri-
cane Gustav.” said Greenville Mayor Errick Simmons.

Long-duration storms stalled over the Mississippi River
Valley from Missouri to Louisiana creating dangerous
flash floods prompting the evacuation of hundreds of peco-
ple. Storms in March put three-fourths of the State of Mis-
Sissippi under flood water. with flashflood watches and
Wamings impacting 12 million people. In Louisiana.

S5.000 homes were damaged and 3.500 homes were evacu-
afed as up to sixteen inches of rain fell in some areas.

These storms came on the heels of historic flooding in
January that affected middle-Mississippi River cities such
@S Grafton. IL: St. Louis. MO: Alton, IL: and Amold,
MO. These towns and cities all experienced their third
highest levels of flooding in history. Flood impacts were

felt all the way to New Orleans.

300 years of America’s Manifest Destiny 2016

Mississippl River
Cities & Towns Initiative
AN Effort of Mavyors

Mississippi River

Cities & Towns Initiative

opi River

1

Pictured L to R: Mayor Carey Es|
of Rosedale, MS; Mayor Hyr.
Copeland of Vidalia, LA and MR
Co-Chair; Mavyor Errick Simmons
Greenville, MS; Mayor Darryl Jo
son of Mound Bayou, MS; Ma
Paxton Branch of Tallulah,

““There is a way to better handle this increased rainfall and
it starts with managing the River holistically as a dynamic
resource. It is a major freight corridor, but it is also a com-
pPlex ecosystem whose natural flood control systems need
to be restored if we are to survive this new normal® ex-
plained Mayor Hyram Copeland of Vidalia, LA and
MRCTI co-chair.

The Mayors also discussed their substantial progress in
securing funds to prepare for future storm events making
the Mississippi River Valley more resilient to disasters.

Working with members of the Mississippi River Caucus
in the U.S. House and Senate. the Mayors realized a three-
year goal of renewed funding for the Pre-Disaster Mitiga-
tion (PDM) Grant Program of $100 million in the spcna—
ing bill passed by Congress in December. However, PDM
is a state grant and Mayors called on their states to coordi-

nate with them in applying for a portion of the $100 mil-
lion now available.

S_pcc.iﬁf:ally. Mayors urged their states to Ccreate a Missis-
snppl River portion to their PIDM applications and treat the
River not as a border, but as a shared essential resource

with mitigation pProjects that treat the riv

€r as one interre-
lated system.







Candle Vigil and
Prayer for Hopewell Church
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Lofts $9.1 Million Investment
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$200,000 Multipurpose

facility announced







Ed Gray Announcement

EA Gray

20 Single and Molt Family New Construction Homes

Financial Partners

ARSI HOME CORPORATION






Mayor Simmons joins Governor Bryant on White
House call for Governors about Zika Virus.
Mavor Simmons is the only mayor on the call.
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Job Growth

While MS ranks #1 in competitive
costs for labor, quality is what
attracts business and industry to
Greenville. Greenville is a hub for
agribusiness from row-crop
production to crop science. A
thriving port is situated near the
mouth of the river on Lake
Ferguson. Global companies such
as Mars Food and USG Interiors
call Greenville Home. Harlow'’s
Casino and Trop Casino Greenville
are inviting, exciting venues for
gaming and entertainment and
continue to grow as tourism
bolsters in the Delta.

Who we are?

Situated on the banks of the great Mississippi River, Greenville provides a

“Che Fleavé and Soul of the Deléa

Qual ity of Life

Greenville is one of the

Southeast’s top visitor

destinations, bolstering historic,
cultural, and wildlife attractions.
Greenville is the Hot Tamale

Capitol of the World and hosts an
annual festival celebrating the
culinary treat. The City hosts the

MS Delta Blues & Heritage s
Festival, the Mighty MS Music Q
Fes al, MS Delta Dragon Boat 1
Festival, and MS River Marathon,
among others. Greenville Arts

Council and Delta Center Stage

host galleries, workshops, and

plays for the whole family to

enjoy. Greenville boasts the best
hunting and fishing destinationin

the Delta.

wealth of great places to live, eat, and play. People come from all over

the nation to experience the legendary MS Delta at its best, and they all

end up in Greenville. We may have a green thumb for ag and industry,
but we’re also a cradle for the blues, with a distinguished literary and

artistic heritage woven by writers and artists loved the world over—from
award-winning novelists to renowned blues musicians to the creator of

the Muppets. Our food is also world-famous. A state park and three

National Wildlife Refuges make for life-enhancing recreation and scenery

that, in the midst of a fast-paced world, feel timeless. Isn’t it time to

make Greenville your home?

662.378.3141
ckarlson@wceams.com
Washington County Economic Alliance

Education

In a county that has produced
over 100 published writers,
including a Pulitzer Prize winner
and notable entertainment
figures like Muppets creator Jim
Henson, learning isn‘t just about
happy endings—it's also about
great beginnings and lifelong
success. Greenville is home to
two public school districts and
five private schools. Educational
choices and low student-teacher
ratios make Greenville a great
launching pad for today's
students to become tomorrow’s
leaders.

WASHINGTON COUNTY
ECONOMIC AL ANCE
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Dragon Ba Festival
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Washington County
Economic Alliance

SHOVEL READY
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WASHINGTON COUNTY

ECONOMIC ALLIANCE

A Chamber & Economic Development Partnership
D I Work Ready
I l‘/ I Community
oakus:. STRONG
WORK READY:
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2017 Plerce Enforcer F|re Truck
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592 grant from US Corp Engineers



